SPEECH ONLY CLARIFICATION
A student with a 05 Speech-Only disability.  Should they have the 215013 related service of Speech?

I was under the impression when the LRE’s were changed about 10 years ago to remove the LRE for Speech-Only that if it was listed as a related service on their IEP they should have the code attached to them.  It was not a requirement, but if it was listed it should be reported.

Could you please clarify this and let me know what I can relay to my districts on the proper way to code students with a 05 disability?

The short answer is “yes, report the speech services”  The long answer, below, is a more complete explanation.

Speech is a disability category. There is no such thing as "a speech only" IEP for which only some EMIS elements are reported, or that doesn’t identify some of the services needed by the child.  The IEP for a child with a speech or language impairment includes all the services that the child may need. For example; occupational therapy could be included as a related service on the IEP for a child who has a speech or language impairment.   

For all purposes, students with speech disabilities are considered to be students with disabilities. They are subject to the same laws, rules and regulations as all other students with disabilities.  A student with a speech disability has an IEP. That IEP was preceded by an ETR.  Districts must report those events for students whose only service required by the IEP is speech. 

Speech therapy services are reported as ”related services” in EMIS whenever they are included, and only when they are included, on an IEP, regardless of the disability of a child.   So, if the student has an IEP, and has a speech disability as a result of an ETR, and is entered into EMIS as having a speech disability, you need to report all services required by the IEP, including speech therapy. Speech therapy is listed as a related service in the operating standards OAC 3301-51-01 (B)(52). 

EMIS considers the word “related” in a “related service”  refers to “related to accessing academic content,” and differentiates services from academic instruction provided by a classroom teacher. An intervention specialist is a teacher – providing instruction in content of the academic content standards – and EMIS collects data about the courses she/he teachers and the students in those courses.  EMIS does not collect similar data about the activities/courses/students of related service providers.   ODE collects the “related services” data to assist in calculation of student ratios; making any assumptions about which services are required based on disability category would compromise those calculations

ODE and a statewide advisory group are in the process of re-visiting the rules surrounding student/provider ratios, and it will be important to get accurate counts of students whose IEPs include speech related services.  It is not good practice to make assumptions, such as "any kid with a particular disability should be assumed to have a specific service.”

 Some districts provide speech therapy for a few children with delays or idiosyncrasies in articulation that do not affect their access to the general curriculum.  These students do not have IEPs, and are not considered students with disabilities for either funding or accountability.  If a district chooses to provide speech services to children not on an IEP, and thus those services are not funded by the state and federal funding for special education, then the services are not part of an IEP and need not be reported to the state. 

