
On June 22, 2009 the 

EPC/MEC hosted a 

meeting with DJ Co-Ops 

and the ODE to clarify 

concerns over commodity 

usage reports and the 

differences between the 

ODE numbers and those 

reflected on the DJ Co-

Op’s website.   

Attending were Ken 
Swink, Ron Miller and 

Terrie Miller on behalf 

of the EPC/MEC 

Cooperative, Jerry 
Green from DJ Co-Ops, 

and Todd Barnhouse, 
Ed Doklovic and Oji 
Ohajuruka from the 

ODE.  

At the meeting it was 

agreed that entitlement 

dollars would be 

determined by using 

ODE’s formula.  This  

established baseline will 

insure that the numbers 

used by members are 

accurate in both systems. 

Also discussed was the 

issue of carry-over.   

Questions have been 

raised regarding left over 

balances and the ability to 

roll balances forward, etc.  

It was decided that the Co

-Op will be allowed to 

carry over entitlement 

from one year to the next.   

Ken, Ron, Terrie and 

Jerry assured ODE that 

every effort will be made 

to use all entitlement each 

year.   

Finally, it was agreed  

that there will be (bonus) 

offerings from the carry-

over amounts offered to 

cooperative members in 

September of this year.   

Ken Swink commented 

that this meeting 

produced “the most 

significant change and 

clarification among the 

parties in the eight years 

of  the cooperative’s 

existence.” 
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We welcome the 

following five new 

districts that will be 

joining the Co-Op for the 

upcoming year:  

Greenfield Exempted 
Village, Logan County 
Juvenile, Napoleon 

Area Schools, Toledo 
Academy and  
Washington Local 
Schools. 
Over the past eight years 
members have reported  
significant savings as a 
result of participating in  

the EPC/MEC Co-Op.   
We anticipate that these 
districts new to the Co-Op 
will also realize significant 
savings as a result of their 
involvement.   

EPC/MEC Meeting with ODE and DJ’s a Huge Success 

Welcome New Distr icts!  
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“How can my district break even or 

turn a profit in such difficult 

economic times?”  That’s a question 

many directors are asking.  One answer 

may very well be at your door, just 

waiting for you to open it. 

Did you know that 23 processors offer 

volume rebates for products purchased 

by the MEC/EPC Co-Op?  Really!!  

Yes, you can get money back on 

products you are already purchasing.   

Many districts already see hundreds or 

thousands of dollars returned to them 

each year for doing nothing but buying 

from processors who offer rebates.   

And what do you have to do “extra” to 

get the Volume Rebate money?  

Nothing! All you need to do is buy 

product from processors that have the 

Volume Discount symbol next to their 

After end-of-the-year data is collected, 

processed and formatted, an invoice is 

sent to each processor. 

As an added benefit, some processors 

allow us to combine EPC-MEC 

purchases with those from California 

and Michigan.  Although our Co-Op 

may have purchased 60,000 cases from 

a processor, if we add California and/or 

Michigan totals we are entitled to a 

greater volume rebate. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Symbol That Brings Money 

Back To Your District 
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name when surveys are posted on the 

DJ Co-Ops website.   

Each year in July DJ Co-Ops collects 

data from distributors (and from 

districts that receive direct ship) for 

purchases made from July 1—June 30 

of the preceding school year.  Your 

purchases are combined with other Co-

Op members.   

Is that beneficial to you?  YES!  As an 

example, a purchase of 50 cases of 

Coarse Beef would not qualify for a 

rebate, since most rebates begin at 

10,000 cases.  However, Co-Op’s 

purchases as a whole usually exceed 

the minimum, sometimes reaching over 

50,000 cases.  With each 10,000 case 

increase, the per-case rebate usually 

goes up.  A processor may offer $0.25 

per case at 10,000 cases, but $1.00 per 

case if 100,000 cases are purchased. 

F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T  

IS  FREE MONEY SL IPPING TH ROUGH YOUR FINGERS ?   

S O M E  D I S T R I C T S  G E T  T H E  $$$  —  W H Y  D O N ’ T  Y O U ?  

 
SAMPLE of EPC-MEC Volume Rebate Schedule - 09-10 

Commodity 

Type Processor 

10,000 

cases 

20,000 

cases 

30,000 

cases 

40,000 

cases 

50,000 

cases 

60,000 

cases 

75,000  

cases 

100 

cases 

Over 
150K 

cases 

Over 
200K 

cases 

Beef Processor 1  $    0.07   $    0.10   $    0.10   $    0.15   $    0.15   $    0.20   $    0.25   $    0.30   $    0.30   $    0.30  

  Processor 2  $    0.50   $    0.75   $    1.00   $    1.00   $    1.00   $    1.00   $    1.00   $    1.00   $    1.00   $    1.00  

  Processor 3  $    1.00   $    1.25   $    1.50   $    1.70   $    1.75   $    1.85   $    1.90   $    2.00   $    2.25   $    2.50  

Cheese Processor 4   $    0.24   $    0.48   $    0.72   $    0.72   $    0.72   $    0.72   $    0.72   $    0.72   $    0.72   $    0.72  

  Processor 5  $    0.05   $    0.10   $    0.15   $    0.20   $    0.25   $    0.30   $    0.30   $    0.30   $    0.30   $    0.30  

Chicken Processor 6  $    0.40   $    0.50   $    0.60   $    0.70   $    0.80   $    0.90   $    1.00   $    1.10   $    1.20   $    1.30  

  Processor 7  $        -     $    0.10   $    0.10   $    0.25   $    0.25   $    0.25   $    0.25   $    0.25   $    0.25   $    0.25  



 

The mission of the EPC / MEC Cooperative is to reduce costs to 

school districts and offer a better selection of commodity options to 

schools.  The Co-Op receives pricing on processed items from 

interested manufacturers   The Co-Op advisory board chooses and 

approves products that member school districts wish to use in their 

meals.  Member schools may use any approved processor, as long 

as the amount of product ordered meets the state and processor 

minimums.  Each district is charged the contract price and the 

distributor markup for a delivered-to-the-door price.  The program 

facilitator (currently DJ Co-Ops) also receives a small fee per case 

shipped to a processor or distributor.  All offerings are sent either 

to the manufacturer or distributor as requested by the member 

school district. 

All Café Favorite products should be 

segregated from inventory and placed 

on hold until further notice.  More 

information will be coming from the 

United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA), and Food and 

Nutrition Services (FNS). 

 

Pierre Out of Chicken — Pierre is 

getting out of chicken processing.  In 

light of this, it was agreed that the best 

solution would be to pay schools for 

unused balances.  Checks will be issued 

to Co-Op schools with balances greater 

than 38.46 lbs. 

This section of the newsletter will keep 

members up-to-date on notices, 

upcoming events and other information 

that requires attention throughout the 

year. 

 

Excess Inventories — Excess 

inventories will be removed in August 

and February and entitlement dollars 

returned.  Immediately then — in 

August and February  — all excess 

inventories will be offered as an intra-

Co-Op offering open to all who have 

entitlement. This will be a great 

opportunity to dispose of your excess 

and request what you really need!  

 

Cheese — Schreiber will not be 

processing cheese after next year.  

 

Did You Know .  .  .  

EPC / MEC COMMODITY PROGRAM 

Educational Purchasing Council (EPC)  
Ken S. Swink, Executive Director  
303 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 208 
Vandalia, Ohio  45377 

Metropolitan Educational Council (MEC) 
Ron Miller, Executive Director  
2100 CityGate Drive 
Columbus, Ohio 43219 
Phone: 877.632.4284 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.epc-online.org 

 www.mecdc.org 

• July 1 — GFS Commodity 

spreadsheet is cleared for new year 
 

• July 15 — Final commodity List 

with updated pricing and all GFS 
Numbers to CCC ( Commodity 
Cooperative Committee 
 

• July 22 — APPROVAL of Final 
Commodity List from GFS / DJ’s 
 

• August 1 — Final Commodity List 

with Updated Pricing and all GFS 
order numbers to LSA’s (Local 
School Authorities) 
 

• August 8 — Leftover commodities 

and new commodity orders 
LOADED back into GFS 
Commodity Spreadsheet 
 

• January 12, 2010 — EPC/MEC 

Food Show  

Dates to Remember 

SAVING YOU DOLLARS  

THROUGH DIVERSION 

F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T  P A G E  3  


